
Your source for legislative reporting and advocacy

A Monthly Publication of the Pennsylvania Municipal League

414 North Second Street, Harrisburg, PA 17101  •  Phone:  717-236-9469  •  Fax:  717-236-6716
Email:  rschuettler@pml.org — asturges@pml.org  •  Website:  www.pml.org

February 2018

Take Action!
Support the Local Use of Radar 

Local municipal officials  – your help is essential in convincing the House Transportation Committee to bring 
Senate Bill 251 up for a vote to move the bill out of Committee to the full House. The House will be in session only 
three days in March (12-14).  This is the perfect time for the Committee to schedule a vote and consider the bill.
Local use of radar is strictly a public safety issue. PA is the only state that does not allow radar to be used by local 
police. We are also rated 2nd in the nation for deaths on local roads and 2nd highest in speeding related fatalities 
compared to total traffic fatalities.  
Senate Bill 251 takes a common sense approach to the use of radar by local police. Officers must be trained, a 
local ordinance must be passed, signs must be erected to notify drivers, a 90-day warning period is required, radar 
equipment must be calibrated annually and fine revenue is limited to 20% of the total municipal budget.  
Finally, the myth that speed enforcement will be a revenue generator for municipalities is simply false. The cost of 
using radar from an equipment and personnel standpoint will far outweigh the small percentage of fine revenue 
returned to a municipality. Furthermore, state law prohibits ticket writing quotas.
Please call your House member and ask for SB 251 to be brought to the full House for a vote. Even if he or 
she is not on the Transportation Committee, they can still request the bill be brought up for a vote. 

Governor Wolf gave the last budget proposal of his 
first term on February 5. The Governor continued the 
themes of his three prior proposals – Schools that 
Teach; Jobs that Pay; and Government that Works. 
The proposal spends $32.9 billion, which is a 3% 
increase in spending from last year; however, 
there are no new broad-based taxes or tax 
increases. The Governor continues to call for 

a severance tax on the extraction of natural gas. The tax 
is described as modest and price-sensitive. The current 
impact fee is maintained. Business-tax reform and on-
going efforts to consolidate state government agencies 
are still priorities. 

An additional $225 million in education 
spending is proposed, including $100 million 
in basic education. Workforce development 

Governor Wolf’s 2018 Budget Proposal
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State Board of Real Estate Appraisers
Senate Bill 689 (PN 847) and House Bill 1361  
(PN 1690), introduced by Senator John Eichelberger 
and Representative Kate Harper, amend the Real 
Estate Appraisers Certification Act by providing 
for the appointment of two Certified Pennsylvania 
Evaluators (CPEs) to the State Board of Real Estate 
Appraisers. The Board is responsible for the oversight 
of certified residential and general real estate appraisers, 
appraiser trainees and CPEs. The appointment will 
run for two years. Within 90 days of the effective date, 
the Governor will nominate one CPE for a two-year 
appointment and another for a four-year appointment.
If enacted, this legislation shall take effect in 60 days.
Location:  Senate Bill 689 - Senate Consumer Protection                 
                  and Professional Licensure Committee, 
       May 15, 2017

      House Bill 1361 - Passed the House; Senate 
      Consumer Protection and Professional   
                 Licensure, June 22, 2017 

Assessors Certification Act – 
Certified Pennsylvania Evaluators
Senate Bill 832 (PN 1101) and House Bill 1594 
(PN 2103), introduced by Senator John Eichelberger 
and Representative Kate Harper, amend the Assessors 
Certification Act clarifying the qualifications, training 
and certification of personnel directly responsible for 
the valuation of real property.
These bills require all persons valuing real property to 
be certified as a Certified Pennsylvania Evaluator (CPE) 
by the Board of Certified Real Estate Appraisers. To 
obtain certification as a CPE, a person must meet the 
following criteria: 

• be of good moral character;
• have a high-school diploma, its equivalent or two 

years of previous assessing experience;
• be at least 18 years old;
• be a Commonwealth resident for at least six 

months (except for revaluation company 
personnel); and

Legislation of Interest

efforts are promoted through a new PASmart program 
that would provide $50 million to align workforce 
development efforts across agencies, as well as provide 
funds for STEM education and expanded apprentice 
and industry partnership programs.  
The Governor also supports an increase in the 
minimum wage to $12 per hour.  
The state’s efforts to address the opioid epidemic 
continue with the use of $26.5 million in federal 
funding to expand access to treatment services. An 
additional $2 million is proposed for specialty drug 
courts and $4.5 million for home visiting services for 
families impacted by opioid overdose. The consolidation 
of the Department of Human Services and the 
Department of Health is also contemplated. 

Again this year, the Governor proposes a $25 per-capita 
fee on municipalities using State Police services. The fee 
would fund 100 new cadets for the State Police. The 
State Police are also in line to receive $6 million for the 
purchase of body cameras under this budget proposal.  
There is also $53 million for the modernization of 
the statewide radio system to comply with federal 
requirements. 
The House and Senate Appropriations Committees 
are currently holding hearings to discuss the budget 
proposal with all of the state agencies. You can find the 
full proposal here.  

The Local Government Commission is heading up an Assessment Reform Task Force to modernize the current real 
estate assessment system. The first five summaries below are pieces of a legislative package that have been vetted by 
the Assessment Reform Task Force and introduced by Senate and House members who are also members of the 
Assessment Reform Task Force and the Local Government Commission.

http://www.budget.pa.gov/PublicationsAndReports/CommonwealthBudget/Documents/2018-19%20Proposed%20Budget/2018-19%20Budget%20In%20Brief%20-%20Web.pdf
http://www.lgc.state.pa.us/arTaskForce.cfm
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• have completed at least 90 hours of basic 
coursework, approved by the Board of Certified 
Real Estate Appraisers. Coursework must contain 
judicial interpretation of the uniformity clause as 
found in the PA Constitution.

A county may reimburse county assessors for the costs 
of completing the courses of study, at the discretion of 
the commissioners.
If enacted these bills would take effect in 180 days.
Location:  Senate Bill 832 - Senate Consumer Protection  
       and Professional Licensure Committee,   
      September 29, 2017

      House Bill 1594 - Passed the House;    
                 Senate Consumer Protection and Professional  
      Licensure Committee, September 29, 2017

Permits and Improvements Shared with 
County Assessment Office
Senate Bill 1006 (PN 1395) and House Bill 1991 
(PN 2853), introduced by Senator John Eichelberger 
and Representative Kate Harper, amend Chapter 88 of 
Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) to clarify provisions 
relating to the submission of copies of building permits 
to the County Assessment Office by the entity issuing 
the permit (the municipality, third-party administrator 
or the Department of Labor and Industry).
These bills resolve that:

• the building permit information is not subject to 
the Right-to-Know Law;

• the County Assessment Office is authorized to 
notify the party responsible for issuing permits to 
obtain a copy of the building permit information;

• if continuing noncompliance occurs, the County 
Assessment Office may institute an action against 
the noncompliant party before the Court of 
Common Pleas;

• a county may enact an ordinance requiring 
property owners of property receiving substantial 
improvements (in excess of $2,500), to submit 
information related to the improvements to 
the County Assessment Office, even when the 
improvements do not require a building permit; 
and

• the penalty for noncompliance, the report of 
fraudulent substantial improvement information 
or for failing to submit the substantial 
improvement information by the property 
owner to the County Assessment Office is 
increased from a summary criminal offense to 
a civil penalty. Penalties are limited to $100 per 
violation.

If enacted, this legislation will take effect in 60 days.
Location:  Senate Bill 1006 - Senate Local Government  
      Committee, December 28, 2017

      House Bill 1991 - House Local Government   
      Committee, December 29, 2017

Consolidated County Assessment – 
Boards of Appeals
Senate Bill 1007 (PN 1396) and House Bill 1990 
(PN 2852), introduced by Senator John Eichelberger 
and Representative Kate Harper, amend Title 53 
(Municipalities Generally), making several changes to 
the Consolidated County Assessment Law.
Language appointing members to the Boards of 
Assessment Appeals and Assessment Revision is 
clarified, and language is added to exclude persons who 
are employees of the county or are contracted for other 
work with the county, from serving on the boards.
In addition, the bills clarify that once an assessment 
appeal is heard, the board must provide written notice, 
no later than November 15, of the decision to the 
appellant, property owner and taxing districts. The 
notice must contain certain criteria outlined in the bills. 
The determination may then be appealed to the Court 
of Common Pleas within 30 days of the mailing date of 
the notice.
All board members must undergo required training 
within the first six months of their appointment. The 
County Commissioners Association along with the 
Assessors’ Association shall establish a curriculum and 
method of training delivery. Any board member who is 
a Certified Pennsylvania Evaluator will be exempt from 
the training requirement.
The provisions for alternate board members are 
repealed.
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County commissioners are authorized to create a pool 
whereby auxiliary appeals board members may be 
chosen in the event of a vacancy. 
Further, these bills require the chief assessor of a county 
to periodically compile, publish and maintain a list of 
all of the taxing districts and their addresses within the 
county. The list will be made available on the county’s 
website and in print form.
If enacted, these bills will take effect January 1, 2020.
Location:  Senate Bill 1007 - Senate Local Government  
      Committee, December 28, 2017

      House Bill 1990 - House Local Government   
      Committee, December 29, 2017

Form Voluntary Real Estate Sales 
Verification Pilot Program 
Senate Bill 950 (PN 1348) and House Bill 1890  
(PN 2645), introduced by Senator John Eichelberger 
and Representative Warren Kampf, establish a 
Voluntary Real Estate Sales Verification Form Pilot 
Program.
These bills offer counties an option to participate 
in a pilot program that will gather real estate sales 
data through a form developed by the County 
Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania in 
cooperation with the Assessors’ Association of 
Pennsylvania, the State Tax Equalization Board and the 
Local Government Commission. Counties must pass a 
resolution to implement the program.
There will be no cost to complete the form and the 
information collected is exempt from the Right-to-
Know Law. County reporting requirements are outlined 
in the bills.
If enacted, these bills will take effect immediately.

Location:  Senate Bill 950 - Received First Consideration  
      before Senate, January 23, 2018

      House Bill 1890 - House Local Government   
      Committee, October 25, 2017

Glass Recycling 
Senate Bill 1049 (PN 1488), introduced by Senator 
Patrick Stefano, amends Act 101, the Municipal 
Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act, 
by adding glass to the list of materials that must be 
recycled under a municipal recycling program.
If enacted, this legislation will take effect in 60 days.
Location:  Senate Environmental Resources and Energy   
      Committee, February 16, 2018

Emergency Procurement Procedures – 
Borough Code 
House Bill 99 (PN 424), introduced by Representative 
David Zimmerman, amends the Borough Code by 
establishing procurement procedures that do not 
require advertising, bidding or price quotations during 
an emergency. 
At the public meeting following the emergency, 
Borough Council is required to state the emergency 
in a resolution and declare the nature of the purchase, 
including purchases made relating to natural gas, 
telecommunications and electricity service. 
House Bill 99 was recently voted on in Committee to 
revert back to Printer’s Number 424, allowing for the 
emergency purchase of electricity services.
If enacted, this legislation will take effect in 60 days.
Location:  Voted out of Senate Local Government 
      Committee, reverting back to Printer’s Number 
      424, January 23, 2018

House and Senate Session Days: 
Senate: March:   19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28 

House: March:   12, 13, 14
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PennDOT Services Brochure
Check out PennDOT’s new Services for Local Government Brochure. It provides a great overview of 
the programs and services provided to local government by PennDOT.  

PennDOT Connects Workshops
PennDOT Secretary Leslie S. Richards invites you to attend a two-hour Municipal Outreach 
Session to discuss her priority PennDOT Connects initiative.

The PennDOT Connects policy makes changes to the project development process to enhance 
transportation planning. It requires communities to have meaningful opportunities for engagement 
in the initial stages of the planning process with PennDOT and the regional planning partners.

A more strategic approach to engagement will ensure that local priorities and issues are effectively 
considered as transportation needs and investments are planned and developed. The result is 
improved decision making, better investments and greater local impacts.

Municipalities should encourage their municipal administrator, planners, engineers, public 
works directors and anyone involved in transportation projects to attend this informative two-
hour session.

Register Now: paconnects.org, and click on “workshops” to find a location near you.
Email: paconnnects@pa.gov
Phone: 717.710.2090

Resources for Local Government

http://www.pml.org/index.asp?SEC=D90FD6BC-6E51-4C26-894D-C9AA350DF5D2&DE=B77F864C-9701-4760-970E-B92B4E1626FD&Type=B_BASIC
https://paconnects.org/
mailto:paconnnects%40pa.gov?subject=
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|            Update

City Leaders Join President for Infrastructure Proposal Release

Early this month, the National League of Cities and mayors from seven cities joined the President and key 
administration officials for the release of the President’s Infrastructure Proposal. Mayor George Flaggs, Jr. of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi; Mayor Stephen K. Benjamin of Columbia, South Carolina; Mayor Carolyn Goodman of Las 
Vegas, Nevada; Mayor Bradley Hart of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Mayor Jeff Longwell of Wichita, Kansas; Mayor Vi Lyles 
of Charlotte, North Carolina; and Mayor Betsy Price of Fort Worth, Texas expressed both the need for infrastructure 
investment and called for ideas on making the process better for cities.

In response to the meeting, NLC CEO and Executive Director Clarence E. Anthony stated:
With the release of this plan, the White House will hopefully start a domino effect in Washington for 
Congress to pull together a bipartisan bill that works with cities to rebuild America's infrastructure. 
Congress must step up to join cities in the fight to repair our nation's crumbling infrastructure and build 
for 2050, instead of simply fixing 1950. Now is the right time for Congress to join us in rebuilding 
national networks and core infrastructure that delivers what Americans want – great infrastructure that 
works for them and the economy.

The President now passes his playbook to Congress to build a bipartisan bill that brings, “at least $1.5 trillion in new 
investment over the next ten years, shortens the process for approving projects to two years or less, addresses unmet 
rural infrastructure needs, empowers State and local authorities, and trains the American workforce of the future."

Although we see many shared goals between the administration’s proposal and cities guiding principles for rebuilding 
and reimagining America’s infrastructure – gaining more locally-driven projects, building a trained workforce and 
bringing broadband to rural areas – a robust infrastructure package will require a strong federal-local partnership 
that invests more and utilizes that investment more efficiently. We look forward to working with Congress to build a 
bipartisan infrastructure plan that works for cities.

http://www.nlc.org/sites/default/files/users/user121/Rebuild%20With%20Us%20Brief.pdf
http://www.nlc.org/sites/default/files/users/user121/Rebuild%20With%20Us%20Brief.pdf
http://nlc.org/

