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Take Action!
Senate Bill 979 mandates the buy back of pension service credits to municipal and regional police officers for prior 
service with other departments. Senate Bill 979 is NOW before the full Senate. 

PML and PSATC OPPOSE this legislation as it is a mandate on local governments and an additional expense 
to pension plans. ACT NOW! Contact your Senator and ask for a “NO VOTE” on SENATE BILL 979!

The PA Department of Labor and Industry has announced the 2018 base amounts for public bids, telephonic bids 
or separate bids, or both, for certain contracts. There is a 2.2% change for this year. The base amount for public 
bids is $20,100 (except relating to Metropolitan Transportation Authorities, where the base amount is $27,200). 
The base amount for written or telephonic bids is $10,900. And, the base amount for separate concessions bids is 
$19,700. Please see the Local Government Commission’s website, “Current Bidding limit Information,” for more 
information.

2018 Bid Limits Announced

On January 22, 2018, the Senate and House Local 
Government Committees jointly convened to hear 
testimony on municipal pension reform – an ongoing 
priority for both PML and PSATC. A new plan was 
revealed and discussed by panelists and Members of 
the Committees. PML and PSATC participated 
on a stakeholder panel and gave testimony 
on the new concept. The “Municipal Pension 

Plan Sustainability Act,” has yet to receive a bill number. 
However, PML and PSATC are hopeful that the 
legislation will be introduced shortly in both chambers. 
Most importantly, the new plan has bipartisan input!
For PML and PSATC’s testimony, click here.

For a summary of the Municipal Pension Plan 
Sustainability Act, click here.

Senate and House Local Government Committees 
Hear Municipal Pension Reform Testimony 

For a summary of the bill, see page 3. For a full copy of the bill, click here.
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Act 64 of 2017
House Bill 1019 (PN 2209)
Signed:  December 21, 2017
Effective:  60 days
Act 64 amends Title 9 (Burial Grounds) to allow 
individuals to have reasonable access to burial 
grounds for visitation of a burial plot in a cemetery 
that is owned by a cemetery company or is a private 
cemetery. Reasonable access shall be determined by the 
property owner relating to dates, times and routes of 
ingress and egress. When a transfer of ownership of a 
cemetery property occurs, the new owner must honor 
all purchases of burial plots made prior to the transfer 
of ownership and allow for the interment of any 
individual that purchased a plot prior to the transfer of 
ownership. The Attorney General is responsible for the 
enforcement of the provisions of this Act.

Act 80 of 2017
Senate Bill 736 (PN 899)
Signed:  December 22, 2017
Effective:  60 days
Act 80 amends Title 75 (Vehicles), authorizing, on 
January 1, 2018, parking authorities in second class 
A cities (Scranton) and third class cities to adjudicate 
parking violations and oversee administrative hearings 
rather than utilizing the criminal court system. A city 
must adopt an ordinance to authorize the enforcement 
option. 
Beginning March 1, 2018, parking authorities in 
second class A and third class cities may enter into 
agreements with their respective city governments for 
a transfer of a portion of the collected fines, fees and 
penalties and costs collected in an amount deemed 
reasonable by the parking authority board.

Legislation Enacted

Auditor General to Audit 
Municipal Authorities
Senate Bill 597 (PN 674), introduced by Senator 
Patrick Stefano, amends Title 53 (Municipalities 
Generally) to authorize the Auditor General, rather 
than the Attorney General, to audit municipal 
authorities. Costs incurred in the audit are to be paid 
by the authority.
If enacted, this legislation shall take effect in 60 days.
Location:  First Consideration before the Senate,    
      December 12, 2017

UCC Third-Party Inspectors
Senate Bill 663 (PN 1241), introduced by Senator 
Daniel Laughlin, amends the PA Construction Code 
Act to require municipalities that use third-party code 
inspectors to administer the UCC to retain at least 
three inspectors. The bill was amended to remove fee 
limitation provisions and reporting requirements that 
would have been imposed on the municipality.

If enacted, this legislation will take effect January 1, 
2018, a date that will require an amendment.
Location:  Passed the Senate; House Labor and Industry  
      Committee, October 18, 2017

Tax Sale Owner Responsibility Act
Senate Bill 851 (PN1150) and House Bill 1814 (PN 
2469), introduced by Senator Argall and Representative 
Mark Keller, amend the Real Estate Tax Sale Law to 
clarify that a property in the delinquent tax sale process 
shall remain under ownership of the last owner of 
record, even when the property is exposed to but not 
sold at upset sale.
This legislation stems from a 2002 Commonwealth 
Court decision holding that a tax claim bureau becomes 
a trustee of a tax delinquent property the moment 
that it concludes an upset tax sale. As a result, legal 
property owners were asserting that they're not liable 
for property violations since legal title has passed to the 
tax collection bureau when the property was not sold.

Legislation of Interest
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The bills clarify that the owner is still liable for 
violations on the property and that the tax claim 
bureau acts only as trustee. The owner shall be 
responsible for maintenance costs and the costs of 
nuisance remediation. In addition, the bills allow for 
an owner to re-purchase the property that was exposed, 
but not sold at upset sale by remitting payment of the 
upset sale price plus any additional tax claim liens, 
tax judgements filed against the property, costs, fees, 
expenses or interest accrued on the property subsequent 
to the upset sale.
Location:  SB 851: Passed the Senate; House Urban   
      Affairs Committee, January 24, 2018

      HB 1814: Received First Consideration before  
      the House, December 12, 2017

Sale of Municipal Personal Property 
Two identical bill packages, introduced by Senator 
Scott Hutchinson and Representative R. Lee James, 
amend the local government codes to increase the 
dollar threshold at which bidding and advertising laws 
apply from $1,000 to $2,000 for the sale of municipal 
property. Under these bills, municipal property for sale 
with a value less than $2,000 will not be subject to 
bidding and advertising requirements. 
The bill packages specifically amend Titles 8 (Boroughs) 
and 11 (Cities), The First Class Township Code and 
the law relating to Incorporated Towns. If enacted, this 
legislation will take effect in 60 days.
Location:  Senate Bills 947, 948 and 949, received   
      Second Consideration before the Senate, 
       January 29, 2018

      House Bills 1887, 1888 and 1889, House   
      Local Government Committee, 
      October 25, 2017

Pension Credit for Prior 
Law Enforcement Service
Senate Bill 979 (PN 1368), introduced by Senator 
Mike Regan, amends Title 53 (Municipalities 
Generally), by adding a new Subchapter to Chapter 
91 on police pension plans that will mandate pension 

service credits to police officers for prior service with a 
police department.
Senate Bill 979 permits a full-time municipal or 
regional police officer who was previously employed by 
a different department as a part-time or full-time officer 
to purchase or buy back the previous employment for 
pension benefit purposes.  Municipalities are required 
to adopt an ordinance or pass a resolution authorizing 
the service credit. The maximum credit shall not exceed 
five years. The bill provides a formula to determine the 
cost-of-service credits.
If enacted, this legislation shall take effect in 60 days.
Location:  Received First Consideration before the Senate,  
      December 12, 2017

Publication of Annual Audit Reports
Two identical bill packages, introduced by 
Representative Kate Harper and Senator Thomas 
McGarrigle, amend Titles 8 (Boroughs) and 11 (Cities), 
the First Class Township Code and the law relating to 
Incorporated Towns providing for concise publication 
of required annual financial information in a newspaper 
of general circulation. This package of bills aims to 
establish a uniform method among local governments 
for the review of annual financial reports and data that 
by law must be made available to the public, without 
having to publish the entire, lengthy report. These 
bills follow law already established for Second Class 
Townships. 
Additionally, these bills provide that the municipal 
financial information that is published must be 
approved by the auditors that have reviewed it and, 
the published information must be consistent with 
the audited financial statements for total assets, total 
liabilities and total net position at the end of the fiscal 
year; and total revenue, total expenses and changes in 
total position for that fiscal year. All other financial 
information shall be contained in a larger report 
which must be made available for public inspection. 
The published financial notice must also contain 
information about where the full report will be 
available for public inspection within the municipality. 
A copy of the full report shall be supplied to the 
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publishing newspaper at the time that the request for 
publication of the notice is submitted.
This package of bills has the support of the Local 
Government Commission.
Location:  Senate Bills 771, 772 and 773, received First  
      Consideration before the Senate, 
       January 30, 2018

      House Bills 1573, 1574 and 1575, Reported                        
      from House Appropriations Committee, 
      July 10, 2017

Filing and Collection of Local 
Income Taxes
House Bill 1098 (PN 2910), introduced by 
Representative Michael Peifer, amends the Local Tax 
Enabling Act establishing waivers for filing local income 
taxes.  
First, if a taxpayer meets Federal and State income tax 
exemption requirements and was not required to file 
returns in the preceding year, he or she is exempt from 
filing a local return under HB 1098.
Second, concerning net profits taxes, quarterly 
estimated filings would be required when there is a tax 
liability of $200 or more.  If the tax liability is less than 
$200, a taxpayer may remit one lump sum payment, 
rather than being required to file quarterly estimates. 
If enacted, this legislation will take effect in 60 days.
Location:  First Consideration before the House, 
      January 23, 2018

Extraterritorial Jurisdiction – 
Police Powers
House Bill 1738 (PN 2335), introduced by 
Representative Ron Marsico, amends Title 42 (Judiciary 
and Judicial Procedure), to authorize, in addition to 
municipal police, certain entities with policing powers, 
such as campus police, railroad police, the Capitol 
Police and airport police to enforce Commonwealth 
laws beyond their territorial boundaries when:

• in hot pursuit;
• requested for aid or assistance by another police 

power or police department;

• executing a court order; or
• while witnessing a crime in another jurisdiction 

on official business.
If enacted, this legislation will take effect in 60 days.
Location:  Passed the House; Senate Judiciary Committee,  
      December 8, 2017

Workers’ Compensation – Coverage 
for Volunteers
House Bill 1909 (PN 2687), introduced by 
Representative Kristin Phillips-Hill, amends the 
Workers’ Compensation Act by adding clarifying 
language to ensure that all members of a volunteer fire, 
ambulance or lifesaving squad department or company 
shall be entitled to receive compensation under the Act 
for injuries sustained while volunteering.
If enacted, this legislation will take effect immediately.
Location:  House Labor and Industry Committee,   
      November 6, 2017
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Is Your Community Experiencing Difficulties Relating to 
Exterior Utility Meter Placement in Historic Districts?

The City of Reading and the City of Lancaster have had difficulty with UGI Utilities, Inc. in relation to their 
placement of gas meters on the exterior of properties located within historic districts. Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission's Rule 59.18 provides, in effect, an exception to the general rule of outside placement and requires 
utilities to consider an inside meter location when a property is located within a historic district. It provides no 
guidance as to what consider means and, as interpreted and applied by UGI. This means that they only have to 
receive a request and then they can deny it.

Article 1, Section 27 of the PA Constitution requires municipalities to preserve historic resources. Rather than 
going through the extraordinarily difficult process of trying to convince the Public Utility Commission to amend or 
modify its rules or adopt new rules, it has been suggested that the filing of a declaratory judgment action declaring 
Rule 59.18 unconstitutional on grounds that it is preempted by the State Constitution would produce a much 
quicker and more favorable result to municipalities looking to preserve their historic districts.

Based on the 2017 decision of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in Pennsylvania Environmental Defense Foundation v. 
Commonwealth, we believe that this provision of Article 27 is a topic that the Supreme Court would like to weigh in 
on. 

If you are having similar issues with UGI and/or other utilities utilizing meters in the same manner, 
please contact Lancaster’s solicitor below to discuss a joint declaratory judgment action and a cost sharing 
arrangement. 

Barry N. Handwerger, Esquire
Zimmerman, Pfannebecker, Nuffort & Albert LLP
22 South Duke Street
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone Number: 717-299-0711
Fax Number: 717-299-1092
bnh@zpnalaw.com

House and Senate Session Days: 

Senate: February:   5, 6*, 7 

House: February:   5, 6*, 7 

*Governor's Budget Address
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KIZ Tax Credits in Full Swing – Opportunities for Early-Stage Businesses

Governor Tom Wolf announced the approval of Keystone Innovation Zone (KIZ) tax credits for 273 early-stage 
companies in 2017.

The Keystone Innovation Zone Program is designed to support and encourage entrepreneurship by providing young 
Pennsylvania companies with vital working capital to meet critical needs, including covering capital expenditures, 
workforce expansion, operational expenses and making companies more attractive to venture investment.

The program provides tax credits for companies that have been in operation for less than eight years, whose gross 
revenues have increased over the previous year, are located in a Keystone Innovation Zone, and are operating within 
a targeted industry sector such as information technology or advanced manufacturing/diversified materials.

An example of a company that has benefitted from the KIZ program is Epic Web Studios, a digital marketing and 
design firm located in Erie. The support from the KIZ program enabled the company to onboard new employees, 
which led to further expansion and diversification of its services and client base.

For more information on the KIZ program, and to learn about the 273 early-stage companies utilizing the credits, 
see DCED’s website, here.

|            Update
Cities Call for Bold Infrastructure Vision in State of the Union

WASHINGTON — January 25, 2018 — Following today's White House meeting with city leaders on 
infrastructure, and as President Donald Trump prepares to deliver his first State of the Union address next week, 
National League of Cities (NLC) President Mark Stodola, mayor of Little Rock, Arkansas, released the following 
statement:

"America's city leaders know from first-hand experience that our country's most pressing challenge is infrastructure. 
For too long, we have failed to invest in our roads, bridges, ports, water systems, and broadband networks — and 
now halfway measures will no longer suffice.

"As local leaders, we call on President Trump to use his State of the Union speech to outline a bold vision 
for rebuilding America's infrastructure in partnership with local governments. That means a plan that works 
collaboratively with cities — and invests in our vision to not just repair, but to prepare for the future.

"In today's evolving world, our communities need a smart, modern infrastructure network to succeed. We can 
achieve that vision — but only through a strong federal-local partnership and a plan that acknowledges the reality 
on the ground. America's cities are already working to create world-class infrastructure. It's time for Washington to 
rebuild with us."

Rebuild With Us Campaign

www.nlc.org/rebuild-with-us
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